Effect of aqueous extract of Tragia involucrata Linn. on acute and subacute inflammation.
Antiinflammatory activity of aqueous extract of Tragia involucrata was tested on carrageenan-induced hind paw oedema and cotton pellet granuloma models in albino rats. In the subacute model, cotton pellet granuloma was produced by implantation of 10 mg sterile cotton in the axilla under ether anaesthesia. The animals were administered an aqueous extract at various concentrations of 50, 100, 200, 300 and 400 mg/kg. Phenyl butazone (80 mg/kg) was used as a standard drug. The paw diameter was measured at different time intervals and the dry granuloma weight was taken after the treatment. The aqueous leaf extract (400 mg/kg) showed the maximum inhibition (84.23%) of oedema at the end of 3 h following carrageenin-induced rat paw oedema. In subacute inflammation, the extract showed 76.25% reduction in granuloma weight. The results prove that the aqueous leaf extract showed highest antiinflammatory activity in acute and subacute inflammation and also support the usage of traditional claims.